ALL SOULS |
CATHOLIC
CHURCH

mMmpnann 2® al Ay {GNBSG ! K
¢SfSLJK2YS-MH6CHCBEmea)HC
2504A0SY I IORNE2 dzt & |
a L L hb ¢! ¢9h 9D

MTHERESURRECT‘ONANDrHELIFg
T ) \
February 14 2021 We, at All Souls Church, are a multicultural
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il S &
;‘ =T z Weekdays/Entre Semana
° L é MondaySaturday 7:30am
e een® Saturday/Vigil:
t L A02NFf / SYGSNI | 2dzNA - 530
Monday-Friday 9am5pm Sunday/Domingo
1 Closed for Lunch: 12:30ph:30pm English: 7:30am, 9:00am, 5:30pm
1 (We are currently only receiving calls) Espaiiol: 10: 30am
i Holy Days to be Announced
PASTOR
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

| Rev. Patrick Mbazuigwe
PMbazuigwe @allsouls-la.org Saturday 45pm & by appointment
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Plea e call the Pastoral Center for a priest.
al

deqos I':enfermos favor de llamar al Centro Pastn

PASTOR EMERITUS
Ms gr Wi | iam P. %ncmn
para contactar a un sacerdote.

DEACON
Dn. Eudoro Benalcazar
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In this lies the beauty of ChristiamHéesociety that denied him

6thSunday i n Ordin:

o | do wi || It the basic necessities that make for a good life, could not stofdhim from
reaching out to Jesus. By reaching out to heal the leper, Jes@i proves
iA powerful | egacy of heal i @lhimselfasthe high priest who is able to sympathize with his @éaple s
and it goes like this: When | wasttiorge®ld, | developed spinal ( Heb 14: 15) . Al do will it.j@Be n
meningitis. | was given my last rites and was told | would not
| through the night. The prayer chain went out that night and What worries me about this story is what Jesus did after heafililg the
% who maintain a strong Catholic faith, never left my side. leper. What did Jesus do to eliminate leprosy and challenge e law

which dehumanizes the human person for whom He will she@his blood

on the cross?

1 The morning came and the doctors we amazed by my progre
though | survived, my parents were told that it would be a lon
see what the prognosis may be for my quality of life. | was ne
posed to talk or walk, and potentially have mental impairmen

By not exterminating leprosy and the institution thereof, we ufilerstand
that suffering and pain are an integral part of Christian life. J@§us did nc
come to eliminate pain and suffering but to use it to transformiiihe fvorld
The same pain and suffering which can devastate a human B8ing can

also bear fruit within and around us if we bring it to Jesus.

l
My parents and family kept
! and thrived throughout my childhood and into adulthood with

| sicknesses.

| Fast forward to five years agohe age of 34, | was diagnosed
| stage two breast cancer. | am the first in my family to ever ex

It is common to think that the older we get, the better Christidils we sha
become. From my own personal experiences, | have come t@iealize

"! SUERES CEIECT, Oncedagaln, 'g;e [P Bl ernt ()fUt'fI went that the older | get, the clearer is the awareness that | am nolf& perfect
f many treatments and was able to stay cancer free for four ye person. Like the leper, it is only by humbling myself and lookiig up to
{¥ Then, this past spring of 2017, | was diagnosed with stage fol Jesus that my redemption could be assured.
1| cancer that metastasized to my lungs. It was one of the hardé
| my life. However, with my team of doctors and the amazing s Personal realization of our imperfections should not be a cauSg for des-
| my family, friends, and faith, my cancer is shrinking and accef§ pair but like the leper a force to move us closer to Jesus. If w&are to liv
. treatments. in a world that is honky dory, where everything is going well {8 us, our
] need for God would certainly diminish. It does not mean thati&od need:
| say th e rosary every mor N, infict pain on us in order to bring us to God, but, as Christ gv@hb :
o 0 b_e lvever in pu 8 Helerre GasiecHi live in an imperfect world where pain is inevitable, it is throughlipain and
: Pileggi, 39, kindergarten teskebansylvania suffering that we enter into the process of biedefeizigd or vict
I'| There is no shortage of stories of miraculous healing both in fff rious.
|| and on the social media. Amazing though the story of Helene
yet, she is luckier than the lepers that lived during the time offd As St. Paul once stated, "we hold this treasure in earthen vesSels that

the surpassing power may be of God and not from us. We anglafflicted
in every way, but not constrained; perplexed, but not driven t@fdespair;
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed; always
carrying about in our body the death of Jesus, so that the lifef@f Jesus
may also be manifested in our body" (2-Cby.4: 5

When Helene was sick, she received support from family and
ones. It was not so for the leper. Whenever one is certified b
priest to have leprosy, he is taken out of his family, away fro
ones and he goes to live with strangers at the caves designa
ers. Even if the scab or pustule or blotch found on his skin is i
| by living in a leper colony, he will surely become infected wit

The inevitable truth is that we live in a fragile world. It is easyftb break

| Coviel9 quarantine experience comes close but still better th@l 54y from God. Sin is whatever separates us from God and fiighbor. |
| predicament of a leper during the time of Jesus. Today, thos@ iee day is Ash Wednesday which marks the beginningdzfytii forty

‘ :Egrzoar\(r)ga virus are quarantined at home or in the hotel, a_n journey of lent. While Lent may not be a joyful season, yet, itfinakes for
8 protective gadgets to keep others safe from the infe@ 3 oy beginning, a new encounter with God.

| Lepers were not only quarantined, but considered unclean (s

They lived at the mercy of strangers. Every day lepers would The greatest miracle in our lives during this Lenten season nj@y not be

healing from Co¥ti@l but our openness to the healing and forgi
power of God. We have these three days to think of the sacr
make during the Lenten season. Like the leper, our best sac
return to the Lord with all our mind and heart that God may
Jesus healed the leper. Amen

g

es to
Ceis 9 ¢
bl us as

% city gate to beg for food to eat, water to drink and clothing to
i Should they decide to go into the city to beg, they are to wea
faround their neck and as th
luncl ean, unclean é. 0

l Those who wish to help a leper would leave the food or cloth
the door for them to pick up. The sick who should be cared fa
ones, are instead rejected, abandoned, and left to suffer and
Such rejection could easily lead to a low self image, anger a
ment at God and man. Surprisingly, such was not the case fa

B#Bwho came to Jesus, knel t do
wi sh, you can make me <cl ean
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