
February 27, 2022 

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 



First Reading ð Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! The LORD 
shines upon you and the glory of the Lord appears over you 
(Isaiah 60:1-6). 

Psalm ð Lord, every nation on earth will adore you (Psalm 72). 

Second Reading ð The mystery has been made known that the 
Gentiles are coheirs, copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel (Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6). 

Gospel ð Magi from the east arrived, saying, ñWhere is the new-
born king of the Jews?ò (Matthew 2:1-12).  
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How often have I been guilty of criticizing our politicians and some institu-
tions while I am guilty of all those things I am condemning ? It is through 
the process of introspection that we are able to know who we really are 
and the forces that shape our lives.   
 
However, it is important not to misconstrue what Jesus is telling us in 
todayôs Gospel message. As people who live among people with an ñegg 
shell mentalityò ï Iôm too sensitive or fragile and whatever you say will hurt 
my feeling and sensibility, it is easy for us to understand Jesus message 
to mean that we should ignore or not care about what other people are 
doing. Thinking, after all, I am happy and they are happy if we should 
careless about what others are doing. 
 
Such an interpretation is a misunderstanding of what Jesus is saying to us 
in todayôs message. Rather than ignore, Jesus wants us to become our 
brotherôs/sisterôs keeper. This is because no one is an island unto oneself. 
We are interrelated and interconnected in one way or the other. How we 
live our lives matter and do affect others. 
 
The undeniable truth is that there will be no authentic goodness, peace, 
truth, justice or beauty in world unless it begins with me. Example is the 
best teacher and our lives must demonstrate the quality of the goodness 
we want to see in the world. We need to live our lives so that the quality of 
our lives becomes a universal standard for others to emulate. 
 
This is what it means when we are asked to put God first in our lives. God 
is the epitome of love, truth and beauty, following in Godôs footstep enno-
bles our words and actions to bring healing, restore peace, life, joy, happi-
ness and the integrity of all sentient beings. 
 
Pope Francis in his own charismatic way always invites us to ñsmell like 
the sheep.ò It is our duty to share our Christian life with others, avoid gos-
sip, passing rash judgment, damaging the reputation of others, etc. Hence, 
Sirach in todayôs first reading says ñAs the fruit of a tree shows the care it 
has had; so too does oneôs speech disclose the bent of oneôs mind.ò 
 
Along the same line, St. Paul in the second reading admonishes us thus; 
ñTherefore, my beloved brothers and sisters be firm, steadfast and always 
fully devoted to the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is 
not in vain.ò 
 
While it is good to be good, yet the quality of our goodness should be 
determined by the forces behind it. Do we do good deeds in order to be 
praised by others or is our good deed the fruit of our strong faith in God? 
Come to think of it, even non-believers do good deeds. Our good deeds 
assume a redemptive value if it is done for the honor and glory of God.   
Furthermore, while it is important for one to be careful before speaking, 
Jesus wants us to go deeper than that. What we say and how we treat 
others should flow from the love that we have in our hearts.    
 
Therefore, as members of a social media generation, we ought to be care-
ful what we say or post online about other people. Turning around at last 
to say ñI am sorryò may not be good enough to undo the damage. If we are 
honest enough to see and remove the wooden beam in our eyes, we shall 
certainly be slow to do things that could destroy the eputation of others. 
 
May this Lenten season become a time of critical introspection and it is my 
prayer that we shall die with Christ and rise with Him on Easter Sunday. 
Amen 

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year ñCò ï 

ñRemove the Beam in Your Own Eyesò 

 
Once upon a time, a Pastor was at home getting ready to go to Church. 
Suddenly he sees his wife outside crying. The Pastor asked his wife what 
happened. 
 
The sad, crying wife said: Our son just passed away. The two walked in 
and saw the dead body lying in bed. 
 
The wife grabbed him crying that they should not go to Church because 
their child had just died. But the Pastor said to his wife "We will leave the 
corpse and we will go to Church. We have to put God first! 
 
Let's go to Church! 
 
The wife was outraged and said: Our son is dead and we're going to 
Church!!? 
 
The Pastor said yes! And they left the body in bed. 
In the Church the pastor started to preach, the Church was filled up on that 
day. At the end of the sermon, the Pastor said: Brethren my Son is dead 
and he started to cry. 
 
Everyone was saddened by what the Pastor said and they decided to ac-
company the pastor and his wife to their house. When the Pastor arrived 
home with the members, they were shocked to see that the child was alive 
and playing! So they all wept for joy and praised the Lord! 
 
Seek first the Kingdom of God and its righteousness and all things shall be 
added unto you (Matthew 6:33). God put us to test sometimes but no mat-
ter the situation we must always put God first (author unknown). 
 
Our Gospel reading for this Sunday which is also a continuation of Jesus 
message during the ñSermon on the Mountò is quite appropriate on the 
Sunday before ñAsh Wednesday.ò In 3 days the season of Lent begins. 
Lent, we know is a time of fasting and abstinence. 
 
A common practice during the Lenten season is fasting from food and 
luxurious lifestyle. However, over and above that, Jesus invites us to make 
the holy season of Lent a time of personal introspection. 
 
Jesus says, ñWhy do you notice the splinter in your brotherôs eye but do not 
perceive the wooden beam in your own? Lent should be a season when we 
examine our hearts and at the same time do some internal cleansing of the 
human mind. 
 
Ordinarily, we do not want to go into ourselves because what may see in 
ourselves may not be what we want to think and believe of ourselves. We 
often think of ourselves as good people and others as the problem in the 
world. 
 
What Jesus said to His disciples, He says to us: ñHow can you say to your 
brother, óBrother, let me remove that splinter in your eye, when you do not 
even notice the wooden beam in your own eye? 
 
You hypocrite! Remove the wooden beam from your eye first; then 

you will see clearly to remove the splinter in your brotherôs eye.ò 
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