
September 07, 2025 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 



First Reading: 
And thus were the paths of those on earth made straight. (Wis 
9:18) 
Psalm: 
In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. (Ps 90) 
Second Reading: 
Perhaps this is why he was away from you for a while, 
    that you might have him back forever. (Phlm 1:15) 
Gospel: 
Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me 
    cannot be my disciple. (Lk 14:27) 
 
©LPi Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 

 
Sunday: Wis 9:13-18b/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17 (1)/ 
 Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk 14:25-33  
Monday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c/ 
 Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 
Tuesday: Col 2:6-15/Ps 62:6-7, 9/Lk 6:12-19 
Wednesday:  Col 3:1-11/Ps 145:2-3, 10-11, 12-13ab/ 
 Lk 6:20-26 
Thursday: Col 3:12-17/Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6/ 
 Lk 6:27-38 
Friday: 1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14/Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11/ 
 Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday: 1 Tm 1:15-17/Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5a and 6-7/ 
 Lk 6:43-49 
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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year “C” 
“Whoever does not carry his cross ….” 

  

In 1941, during World War II, a Polish Catholic priest named Maximilian Kolbe 
was a prisoner in the Auschwitz concentration camp. After a prisoner es-
caped, the guards ordered ten men to be killed by starvation as a punishment. 
One of the men, Franciszek Gajowniczek, cried out, “My poor wife! My poor 
children!” 

  

Hearing this, Father Kolbe volunteered to take his place. He told the guards, “I 
am a Catholic priest. Let me take the place of that man. He has a wife and 
children.” The guards agreed, and Kolbe was sent to the starvation chamber. 
He led the other condemned prisoners in prayer and song until he was the 
last survivor. Then, he was killed by an injection of carbolic acid. The man he 
saved, Franciszek Gajowniczek, survived the war and lived to be 94 years old 
(The sacrifice of a Polish priest).  

  

An anonymous story from Ireland recounts the hardships of the Great Potato 
Famine in 1847. A mine worker would eat his lunch alone, hiding from his 
coworkers. His coworkers grew curious and assumed he was hoarding deli-
cious food. One day, a man opened the worker's lunch pail and discovered 
that it was filled with nothing but potato peels.  

  

The worker's children received the potatoes for their lunch, while he ate the 
peels. Unbeknownst to him, he was getting most of the vitamins and minerals 
that are contained in the peels. His selfless act of giving his children the better 
part of his food remains a powerful testament to a parent's sacrifice (The 
potato sacrifice).  

 
In 16th-century India, Panna Dai was the nursemaid to Udai Singh, the young 
prince of the Mewar kingdom. When the king died, his distant cousin Banvir 
was appointed regent, but he secretly plotted to kill Udai Singh to seize power 
for himself.  
  
A servant alerted Panna Dai of the plan, and she quickly devised a daring 
escape. She placed the young prince in a basket and instructed the servant to 
take him to safety. To deceive the murderer, Panna Dai put her own sleeping 
son, Chandan, on the prince's bed. When Banvir arrived, he ruthlessly killed 
Chandan, believing he had murdered the prince. Panna Dai silently watched 
her own son die to save her prince, ensuring the royal lineage would continue 
(The nursemaid who saved a prince). 
  
These three inspirational stories about great sacrifices made by our fellow 
human beings have a lot to teach us about what Jesus means when He said 
“If anyone comes to me without hating his father and mother, wife and chil-
dren, brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.” 
  
Jesus is a law abiding Son of God. Jesus taught us that to love God and love 
our fellow human being is the fullness of the law. Jesus knows that “Honor 
your father and your mother” is the fourth commandment of the law and a law 
that goes with blessings – “If you want to live a long life and if you want God 
to bless you.” Jesus loved His parents and was obedient to them, and will 
detest any action that hurts another person. 

 
When Jesus asks us to hate our wives and children, Jesus knows and 
teaches that “God them male and female … For this reason a man will leave 
his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 
flesh. So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has 
joined together, let no one separate” (Mtt 19:4-6). 
  
The Holy Bible says “Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister 
is a liar. For, whoever does not love their brother or sister whom they have 
seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen (1Jn 4:20). 
  
Again, Jesus knows that life is sacred because it is a gift from God. Jesus 
came that we may have life and have it in abundance (Jn 10:10), then, there 
is no logical way we could take what Jesus said in today’s gospel literally. 
Jesus is not asking us to hate anyone. If there is anything that we need to 
hate, it is sin, violence, oppression and division. 
  
The mandate to “hate” father and mother, wife and children, brother and sis-
ter… etc. is a Semitic way of making Jesus’ audience to understand and 
appreciate the radical nature of the call to repentance and to embrace the 
values of the kingdom of God. To the Semitic people and culture, love for 
parents, family and life is the greatest in their hierarchy of values, but when it 
comes to the sacrifices we need to make in order to enter the kingdom of 
God, even what our culture considers great comes secondary. 
  
Discipleship requires a total commitment and seeking the kingdom of God and 
its righteousness should become the greatest desire of a human being. Op-
tion for God is not one out of many. It is the only credible option available to a 
child of God. 
  
As a person who wishes to construct a house or tower needs to calculate and 
budget the cost of undertaking such a project, discipleship entails a radical 
and lifelong commitment. While the challenges may be enormous yet, the 
reward is worth the sacrifice. 
  
In this gospel therefore, Jesus extols the value of sacrifice. History has ac-
counts and records of people who have made some heroic sacrifices. The 
Christian faith which we hold dear today is the fruit of the many sacrifices that 
were made by some great women and men who were willing to stand strong 
for what they believe even to the extent of dying for the faith. 
  
Whenever we gather to worship God, we gather as a people of faith who love 
God and want to go to heaven after our life’s journey on earth. However, the 
fundamental question is – are we still a people who are willing to make big 
sacrifices for what we believe? 
  
It can never be overemphasized that no value could be maintained and 
handed over to the next generation unless we become a people who are 
willing to defend and stand strong for peace, justice and the integrity of all 
sentient beings. The more the threats we face holding on to family values, life, 
justice and peace in the world, the more is the need for us to welcome and 
embrace the sacrifices necessary to sustain and hand on the life giving values 
of Christian life to others. 
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Thank you for your continuous  

support and generosity.  

 SATURDAY  SEPTEMBER 06-2025 

5:30pm Esperanza Suqui Canale  Birthday 

 Gerardo & Alfredo Barreto Dec.  

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER  07-2025 

7:30am Ying Kang Hua  Dec.  

 Terry C. Ramirez Healing  

 Rodolfo Barbosa Jimenez  Dec.  

9:00am Jesse Fuentes Dayaganon  Dec.  

 Thomas & Maria Jones  Wedd. Anniv. 

10:30am Judith & Jose Quiroz  Dec.  

 Victoria & Levon Dadikozian  Dec.  

5:30pm Carlos Moreno Gonzalez  Healing  

 Ruth Walter Alvarado  Dec.  

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 08-2025 

7:30am Exuperio Tejero  Dec.  

 Rodolfo Barbosa Jimenez Dec. 

 Socorro Fuentes Dec. 

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 09-2025 

7:30am Ying Kang Hua  Dec.  

 Rodolfo Barbosa Jimenez Dec.  

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 10-2025 

7:30am Agustin Adelfo Rodriguez Dec. 

 Dzung Ton Healing 

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 11-2025 

7:30am Magdalena Llanillo  Dec.  

 Sylvia Lechuga Dec. 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 12-2025 

7:30am Isidoro Gonzalez  Dec.  

 Dzung Ton Healing 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 13-2025 

7:30am Dzung Ton Healing 

   

 Consuelo Ortega  Dec. 

Having a “healthy caution” about adults 
in your life does not mean treating all 
adults as potential perpetrators. It is im-
portant to increase awareness about the 
dangers and the signs of abuse without 
creating paranoia. Safe adults should not 
be vigilante protectors, but should have a 
perspective of caution and should not ig-
nore warning signs of inappropriate be-
havior. To learn more, read the VIR-
TUS® article “Why Should We Have a 
‘Healthy Caution’ Toward Adults” 
at lacatholics.org/did-you-know.  



Tener “precaución saludable” con respecto a los adultos en tu vida 
no significa tratar a todos los adultos como perpetradores poten-
ciales. Es importante saber sobre los peligros y las señales de 
abuso sin crear paranoia. Los adultos seguros no deben ser vigilan-
tes protectores, sino tener una perspectiva de precaución y no 
ignorar las señales de advertencia de comportamiento inadec-
uado. Para saber más, lea el artículo de VIRTUS® “¿Por qué debe-
mos tener una ‘precaución saludable’ hacia los adultos?” (Why 
Should We Have a ‘Healthy Caution’ Toward Adults) 
en lacatholics.org/did-you-know.  

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA 
 
Domingo: Sab 9, 13-19/Sal 89, 3-4. 5-6. 12-13. 14-17 (1)/ 
 Flm 9-10. 12-17/Lc 14, 25-33  
Lunes: Miq 5, 1-4 o Rom 8, 28-30/Sal 12, 6. 6/ 
 Mt 1, 1-16. 18-23 o 1, 18-23 
Martes: Col 2, 6-15/Sal 61, 6-7. 9/Lc 6, 12-19 
Miércoles:Col 3, 1-11/Sal 144, 2-3. 10-11. 12-13/Lc 6, 20-26 
Jueves: Col 3, 12-17/Sal 150, 1-2. 3-4. 5-6/Lc 6, 27-38 
Viernes: 1 Tim 1, 1-2. 12-14/Sal 15, 1-2 y 5. 7-8. 11/Lc 6, 39-42 
Sábado: 1 Tim 1, 15-17/Sal 112, 1-2. 3-4. 5 y 6-7/Lc 6, 43-49 
 
 

PREGUNTAS DE LA SEMANA 
 
Pregunta de la 1ª Lectura:  
El autor de la Sabiduría nos enseña que nuestro entendi-
miento limitado puede ser superado por el don de la sabi-
duría del Espíritu Santo de Dios. ¿Alguna vez has orado por 
el don de sabiduría para discernir un curso de acción difí-
cil? 
 
Pregunta de la 2ª Lectura:  
Pablo le pide a Filemón que le dé la bienvenida a su escla-
vo fugitivo, Onésimo, como hermano en Cristo. ¿A quién 
consultas cuando tomas decisiones difíciles en la vida?  
 
Pregunta del Evangelio:  
Jesús desafía a las multitudes a sopesar cuidadosamente el 
alto costo del discipulado. ¿A qué has renunciado al seguir 
a Jesús?    ©LPi 

El grupo de oración, Amigos de Jesús, 
les invita a unirse a una noche de   
reflexión, alabanza y oración en      
comunidad. Las reuniones son a las 
7pm cada miércoles. Si gusta unirse, 
favor de llamar al Centro Pastoral   
para mas detalles. Acompañenos! 

Oración por la Humildad 

Dios mío, 

Moldea mi corazón según el tuyo. Ayú-
dame a verme a mí misma como Tú me 
ves: rodeada de Tu amor. Ayúdame a 
ver a los demás como Tú también los 
ves. Dame conocimiento de tus cami-
nos, hoy y siempre.  

 
     Amén. 



   P A R I S H  N E W S  


